Methods
Strains of N. gonorrhoeae were obtained from African men with acute purulent urethritis attending the Venereal Disease Clinic in Addis Ababa during the period October, 1969, to October, 1970. Because of the large clinic attendance, culture specimens were taken from the first five patients seen by one of the investigators on a single morning each week of the study period. The specimens were obtained by passage of a sterile cotton swab into the distal urethra. The swab was then placed in Stuart's transport medium (Stuart, Toshach, and Patsula, 1954) and plated within 1 hour on both chocolate agar and Thayer-Martin medium (Thayer and Martin, 1964 These reports, together with our own, provide evidence that strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae with increased resistance to penicillin are present in many areas of Africa. Further studies will be required before any estimate can be made of the extent and severity of the problem. The origin of these less sensitive organisms is unknown. Importation of strains from other areas is certainly possible; however, the ready availability of antibiotics throughout Africa and the widespread use of low dose repository penicillin for the treatment of gonorrhoea may well have led to the local selection of these strains (Ethiop. med. Quincke, 1970 
